Aster veitchianus, a species endemic to western China, is widely accepted in taxonomic and phytochemical literature (e.g. Hu 1965 , Chen et al. 2011 . However, its name was not validly published, because the original diagnosis given by Ling (1935: 214) was in French, not in Latin. Thus, Ling did not validate the name A. veitchianus according to Art. 39.1 of the ICN (McNeill et al. 2012) . In our survey of the taxonomic literature, we have never found this name accompanied by a Latin diagnosis or description before 31 December 2011, nor by an English diagnosis or description after 1 January 2012. We herein provide an English description to accomplish valid publication of the name. The specimen X. B. Peng 6049 (Fig. 1 ) deposited in PE is designated as the holotype, which was the only one specimen cited by Ling (1935) .
Although he failed to validly publish this name, Ling provided a French diagnosis in 1935 (Ling 1935 ) and a Chinese description in F.R.P.S. (Ling 1985) . His treatment was accepted and followed by some taxonomists (e.g. Li & Shi 2007 , Chen et al. 2011 . After careful examination and measurement of various specimens deposited in the main herbaria of China, we conclude that A. veitchianus is morphologically uniform and easy to distinguish from its close relative A. auriculatus Franchet (1896: 379) by a lesser number of leaves and capitula, basal leaves present in anthesis, and glabrous phyllaries. Description:-Perennial with creeping rhizomes. Stem erect, single, 10-40 cm tall, branched in upper part or not, villous, densely at lower part. Leaves few, less than 10; basal leaves present at anthesis, obovate, 12-90 × 6-32 mm, apex acute or obtuse, base attenuate, margin sparsely serrate (1-4 pairs), petiole 10-45 mm long; lower leaves oblanceolate, 30-90 × 10-30 mm, apex acute or obtuse, base attenuate, margin entire or sparsely serrate (1-4 pairs), petiole 20-40 mm long, winged, semi-amplexicaul; median leaves usually 1-2, oblanceolate, 30-65 × 5-15 mm, apex acute, base semi-amplexicaul, margin entire, sessile; bracts 1-3, narrowly lanceolate or linear, 10-30 mm long, apex acute, margin entire, sessile. Leaves adaxial face green, sparsely villous; abaxial face light green, villous on midribs, glabrous or sparsely pilose on the rest parts. Capitula 1-4, solitary or loosely corymbiform, peduncles pilose. Involucres hemispherical, 8-12 mm in diameter; phyllaries 2-seriate, unequal, glabrous, apex acute, purplish, margin scarious, the outer phyllaries 3-5 × 0.5 mm, the inner 8-10 × 0.8-1.2 mm. Ray florets 30-40, ligules 10-12 mm long, purplish, tube sparsely pilose. Disc florets 4-5 mm long, tube sparsely pilose. Achenes 1.5-2 mm long, oblanceolate, sparsely pilose. Pappus of barbellate bristles, whitish to slightly reddish, 2-seriate, the outer few, ca. 1 mm long, the inner 4-5 mm long. Flowers April-August. Fruits unknown. 
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